The Migrant Crisis: The Second Step
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Churches and all people of goodwill support the outpouring of compassion and concern for so many of our brothers and sisters, who are being forced into desperate migration by violence, conflict and poverty. Many human hearts instinctively desire to seek that vital first step -reaching out in support and solidarity especially in view of graphic images recently on our screens.
          

But, as our Prime Minister and others try to make clear, this first step can only have effective value for those in such terrible need if it is followed by a second step -more tangible signs of security and hope to take people out of the immediate crisis into a better place. The complexities of offering this second step are enormous- politically, socially and spiritually.

         

One image that is being used to help us relate to this crisis is that of the Good Samaritan. People recall the immediate reaction, that vital first step - responding to need with compassion, kindness and companionship. He made an instant response to the person on the road, in great distress. 

         

But the story is more profound, and more challenging. The Good Samaritan did not just take a first step of supportive action, he took a second step - he organised an ongoing system of support and development to ensure that the 'victim' would be fully restored to a normal healthy life. He did three things:

· he guaranteed to find any funds that would be needed for this restoration
· he outsourced the task of care and restoration to a secular agency with the right   expertise - an innkeeper whose skill would be quality hospitality and nourishment

· he promised to keep in touch in order to play a further part if necessary.

             

These are the second steps we need to address urgently. 

There are a number of serious questions we need to consider together as citizens:
              

First, in an age of globalisation and free trade, is our century seeing the breakup of the nation state - which was only crafted in the nineteenth century? As borders become porous, and people more mobile, large questions are raised about identity - not least in its relation to geography. A global village or localised communities? This agenda needs much more careful consideration. Old securities are not working: an example could be a contemporary increase in the crime of modern slavery.
 Second, in an age of an increasing gap between rich and poor, what is going to be the response of those who have security and sustenance to those who do not? Are we seeing the spectre that Karl Marx predicted of an upsurge in the energy and influence of those who seem to be at the bottom of the heap?

              

Third, many of us in the West have grown used to a culture based on an aspiration for low taxation. The result is the limited capacity of public services and other parts of our infrastructure- such as schooling and welfare provision in our inner cities.

               

Fourth, as we debate models of devolution, what should be the relationship between the responsibilities of national government, and the freedom for local areas and regions to craft their own policies and resources?

                

Fifth, in a time of global citizenship in terms of recognising our common responsibilities for issues such as climate change, what mechanisms do we need to devise structures and standards to preserve common human values and life?

                

Sixth, how is this desire to preserve human values to be handled in a time which is experiencing a resurgence of 'religious ' energy across the globe? What are the implications for 'secular' Western liberalism? 

                

The Christian Gospel, based on an allegiance to 'Our Father' and the coming of His Kingdom on earth, presupposes a universal citizenship. A connection and a valuing of every human person. For me this renewed humanity is shown most clearly in Jesus Christ.

                Our challenge is to witness together, all people of faith and goodwill, to this agenda - in ways that are generous in the first step of compassion and companionship, and realistic and effective in contributing towards the second step of the restoration and long term health of those in such need.

                 

Practical challenges and possibilities which require further investigation include:

· should we encourage all of us to be willing to pay higher taxes or find other forms for making organised contributions? This would be the Good Samaritan pledge-- whatever the infrastructure costs- we will pay it.

· should we be proactive in building alliances between compassion and agencies who can provide practical care and nourishment to ensure restoration of full health and security? How can Local Government and other statutory and voluntary agencies be commissioned and resourced to play their part?  The Good Samaritan involving the innkeeper.
· should we support the Government to regularly revisit and review the situation, to assess the effectiveness of resourcing and recovery, and to be willing to refine and redevelop strategies and priorities as necessary? The Good Samaritan pledge to keep in touch and seek sustainability.
                 On 2 October in Derby Cathedral we are holding a Migrant Summit, beginning at 11 am. There will be a light lunch to give space for networking and creative conversation. I hope that many concerned citizens might be able to come and contribute. We have invited local and national politicians, and those currently working with migrants in our city and county.

            

We would be glad of the involvement of a wide cross section of views and experiences.

                  

The first step is obvious: the second step needs careful and committed attention.    

